TH E 20 T H ANN UA L CON V EN TI O N O F THE M E D I A E CO LO GY A S S O CI ATION
Call for Papers
MEDIA ETHICS
H U M A N E CO LO GY I N A CO N N E CT E D WO R L D
University of Toronto / St. Michael’s College
June 27-30, 2019
the MeDia eColoGy assoCiation invites paper and panel
proposals for presentation at its 20th annual Convention,
taking place on 27-30 June 2019 in toronto.
We welcome submissions that encompass the broad array
of disciplines focusing on the study of media as
environments, technology and techniques, modes of
information, and symbolic codes of communication that
constitute media ecology.
We also invite submissions exploring this year’s theme
“Media ethics. human ecology in a Connected World”.
in our Current hyPer-ConneCteD era, information and
communication technologies are increasingly forming the
infrastructure of a new digital human ecosystem which is
larger and quicker to evolve than any prior.
this continually transforming and evolving planetary habitat
connects all of humanity into, what Marshall Mcluhan’s
prescient mind termed, a “Global Village”.
teChnoloGy anD neW MeDia’s iMPaCt on this ecosystem has a
profound effect on every aspect of the human ethos – selfexpression, education, values, beliefs, needs, livelihood,
enjoyment – and society at large.
over the past few years, these emerging technologies and
unforeseen digital media practices have also given rise to
ethical issues, political and societal questions of critical
importance to our evolving future.
the Countless unintenDeD iMPliCations – current or potential
– of today’s rapid technological developments have largely
come from socio-technical systems and emerging digital,
robotic, artificially intelligent, or biomedical technologies.
these advances have led to an unprecedented need for
new ethical perspectives and frameworks to underpin the
building blocks of our new digital ecosystem.

General areas of interest related to this year’s theme
include, but are not limited to, the following topics:
-

artificial intelligence and machine learning
internet of things
robotics and automation
Bioengineering
Virtual/augmented reality
Data ethics, privacy, surveillance, cyber security, and data
protection
Big data and cloud computing
social media algorithms
internet policy
Misinformation on social media
Propaganda, censorship, and free speech
net neutrality, openness, digital inclusion, and diversity
Media integrity in journalism, advertising, public relations
Digital citizenship, social and political engagement
entertainment media, digital and media arts
Digital literacy and media pedagogy
Civil discourse, human dignity, and individual expression
in the media ecosystem
Wellbeing sustainability and prosperity in the media
environment
innovative interpretations and new ethical perspectives
emanating from the Media ecology intellectual tradition

although we encourage submissions that touch upon, or
align with, the convention theme, papers, abstracts, and
panel proposal submissions from all areas of Media ecology
are welcome. a maximum of two submissions per author
will be accepted.

Guidelines for Submission (deadline: December 1, 2018)
authors are invited to submit their paper and panel
proposals by December 1, 2018 using exclusively
easyChair: https://easychair.org/cfp/Mediaethics2019
Please include title of proposed paper or panel, abstract
of about 500 words outlining, as relevant, how paper or
panel will fit with the convention theme, five keywords, for
each author their name, title, position, name affiliated
institution, and a short biographical statement (40-50
words each). in addition details for the corresponding
author should be provided.
all submissions will be reviewed by the Program
Committee (see Convention website for details).
NB: The submission of a paper and panel proposal must
be on the understanding that if the proposal is accepted
at least one author will register for and attend the
conference. The costs of attending the conference
including registration fees, travel, accommodation and
other expenses, are the responsibility of the presenter or
their institutions.
MEA award submissions
authors who wish their papers to be considered for the
top Paper or top student Paper award must indicate this
on their submission(s) and upload completed manuscript
into easyChair by May 1, 2019.
Manuscripts, in english aPa style, should be 4,000-6,000
words (approximately 15 to 25 double-spaced pages),
including a cover page (or e-submission page), a 150
word abstract, academic or professional affiliation, and
contact information.
the top papers will be published in Explorations in Media
Ecology journal.
Registration Fee
registration information will be available at the
Convention website (www.mediaethics.ca).
in order to be included in the final program the deadline
for authors’ registration is april 1, 2019.
Call for Art
We also invite proposals for art, in partnership with
Media(s)cene, a project inspired by Marshall Mcluhan’s
landmark book, The Medium is the Massage, and what
Mcluhan called “probes” . selected proposals will be
invited for the ”Media(s)cene” art exhibit in toronto.
info: https://medium.com/mediascene

Media ecology association website
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Panel Presentation
the language of the Conference is english. accepted
papers will grouped into sessions including 3 to 4 papers
focused on similar themes. each presentation must not
exceed 20 minutes; each panel will include a 20-minute
Q&a, following the last presentation.
Important Dates
Deadline for submission:
notification of acceptance:
registration deadline for authors:
Draft Programme Published:
final Programme Published:

December 1, 2018
March 1, 2019
april 1, 2019
May 1, 2019
June 1, 2019

Venues and Special Events
the convention will run from thursday June 27 to sunday
June 30 at the university of st. Michael’s College Campus.
Conveniently situated at the eastern end of the university
of toronto’s campus, st Michael’s buildings include a fully
equipped theatre, library, meeting rooms, formal and
informal lounges, a tiered council chamber and large
assembly hall.
Convention attendees will be provided with a variety of
quality accommodation options at the best prices and
amenities, from on-campus residences, off-campus
residences, to downtown hotels. on campus beverages
and coffee breaks will be provided during the course of
the day. special events can be organized in conjunction
with city’s cultural institutions.
a special event will be organized in conjunction with
thomas fisher rare Book library and John M. Kelly
library, such as an open house to view highlights –
including original manuscripts, correspondence, and
books – from the harold innis fonds, housed at the
university archives; Marshall Mcluhan’s heavily annotated
working library at fisher library; Mcluhan Collection at
Kelly library.
the original Marshall Mcluhan’s office on st. Michael’s
College campus will be open to visit.
Information
Conference Chair: Paolo Granata, university of toronto
Please send email correspondence to:
info@mediaethics.ca

We look forward to
welcoming you to Toronto!
Convention website
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